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Speaker Profiles

Michael Barbato

In medical practice for over 40 years, Dr Barbato has worked exclusively as a palliative care physician since 1989. Now based in the Illawarra region of New South Wales, his areas of interest include the holistic care of the dying, the unconscious state and deathbed visions. His publications include a book for families, carers and volunteers titled Caring for the Dying. With his wife Ann, Dr Barbato has run “Conscious Living Conscious Dying” workshops throughout Australia and facilitated training programs for palliative care volunteers. 
Ruth Bright

A pioneer in the field of music therapy and the author of numerous books and papers on gerontology and therapy in later life, Dr Bright has delivered her work in lecture halls throughout Western Europe, the UK, Scandinavia, North America and Brazil. Her publications include the booklet/tape set Spiritual Aspects of Suffering: Thoughts of a Laywoman in the 21st Century. She has a particular interest in the role of music as a link between dementia sufferers and their families.
Michael Butler

Canon Michael Butler has been an Anglican minister in Britain for over 45 years. A senior qualified social worker who has specialised in church and social responsibility issues for the past 25 years, Michael is also a former Vice Chair of the National Christian Council on the Ageing. Active in his retirement, Canon Butler now ministers as a chaplain to those serving life-time prison sentences. Some of these people have been incarcerated for 50 years, and one prison in which he ministers is a nursing home.
Jeffrey Cohen 
Rabbi Cohen is a Visiting Senior Research Fellow in the School of Public Health and Community Medicine at the University of New South Wales. His areas of research include the ethical, spiritual and cultural issues at end of life as well as spirituality and health. His long and varied career includes having served as President of the Association of Mental Health Chaplains (now the Association for Professional Chaplains) and chairing the international planning for Pastoral Care Week.
Geoff Dornan

The Rev. Geoff Dornan (Conference Facilitator/Chairperson) is Director of Ministry and Mission within UnitingCare Ageing NSW.ACT. A Uniting Church minister since 1980, Mr Dornan’s diverse career includes studying and teaching in the School of Theology Boston University in the United States of America, working with trade and labour organisations, ministry and service in Latin America and working with various refugee, aid and development programs for the National Council of Churches in Australia and others. Mr Dornan also served as chaplain at Newington College in Sydney and has written extensively on social justice, ethics, philosophy and theology.
Kate Englebrecht

Kate Englebrecht is a passionate educator with 20 years experience in mission leadership in both the education and health sectors. She is Director of Mission Possible Education, which specialises in nurturing healthy organisational culture which is tailored, values-based and mission-centred. Recently she shared leadership for a major business transformation project at Catholic Healthcare NSW Ltd. She also lectures part-time in Theology with the Australian Catholic University and is author of Why I am Still a Catholic.
Graeme Garrett
The Rev. Canon Dr Graeme Garrett is Research Fellow at St Mark’s National Theological Centre in the ACT. His research interests include systematic theology, 20th century Protestant thought and preaching. Though he officially retired from his lectureship in July 2005 after 17 years of inspired academic leadership and pastoral care, he is still involved in postgraduate supervision and writing, the Anglican Ministry program and leading worship and preaching. Recently he has been involved in preparing a two-volume publication on St Mark’s Review and new directions in theology.
Elizabeth Hindmarsh

Dr Elizabeth (Libby) Hindmarsh has been a GP for the last 30 years, spending time in an inner-city, Sydney practice and now involved part-time in an Aboriginal health service in the Northern Territory. She is co-author of a book on Advance Care Directives which contains a pro forma that families and health care teams in New South Wales can use to assist people to express their wishes regarding the type of care they would like should they become unable to speak for themselves. 
Mary Pearson

Ordained in 2000, the Rev. Mary Pearson worked for six years as minister at Centenary Uniting Church, Parramatta, where she had regular involvement at two aged care facilities and also became involved in interfaith work, convening the Uniting Church’s New South Wales Synod Committee on Relations with Other Faiths. Since October 2006, Mrs Pearson has been a full-time mental health chaplain in Sydney South West Area Health Service, based at Rozelle Hospital, developing her concern for those who are most isolated within society. This builds on previous work teaching deaf children and setting up a project for underprivileged parents and children in Edinburgh.
Leslie Underwood

The Rev. Dr Leslie Underwood (Biblical Reflections) is the Minister, UnitingCare Wesley, Port Adelaide in South Australia. Previously, as Pastoral Care Director for Lottie Stewart Hospital, an activity of Wesley Mission and part of the Western Sydney Area Health Service, Dr Underwood’s ministry involved palliative care, the Huntington’s disease ward and the oncology wards. A Uniting Church minister for over 26 years, he has worked in parish ministry, coordinated chaplaincy, directed pastoral care and supervised Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE).
